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Powell, John Walker. The Confessions of a Browning Lover. New York: 

The Abingdon Press, 1918. Pp. 248. $1.00. 

This book is a vigorous effort to present Browning in a light that will 
increase the poet's popularity. The writer claims the privilege of handling 
his subject as he sees fit. He disdains to be called either an annotator or a 
commentator. In fact, the treatment is distinctly individualistic, personal, 
and controversial in its character. It is the work of a theologian who sees 
in Browning something more than philosophy and theology. Although the 
writer takes the position that the beauty of Browning's poetry is substance 
rather than form, he reveals many artistic touches which are frequently over- 
looked by the ordinary reader. That the writer is a profound student of Brown- 
ing and an ardent admirer is not to be doubted. His method is to cite 
numerous quotations found throughout the poet's works as they bear upon the 
main themes with which the chapters deal, such as "Of the Poet as Artist," 
" Of Artists and Philosophers," " Of Ideals and Forms," " Of Life and Love," etc. 

The author's knowledge of literature is general and his ready application 
of it for critical purposes is of parallel interest to his exposition of Browning. 
Although his method of presentation is novel, the phases of the poet's work 
which he most emphasizes are in general the same as those which command the 
deep study and the ardent admiration of Browning lovers everywhere. The 
entire book is an inspiration on a high level and will be gladly welcomed by the 
casual reader as well as the literary critic. 

Downing, Elliot Rowland. The Third and Fourth Generation. 1 Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1918. Pp. xii+164. $1.00. 

"An attempt to consider frankly and seriously the scientific facts regarding 
the problem called eugenics" has added this volume to the "Constructive 
Studies" published at the University of Chicago. It is a presentation of 
important discoveries concerning the laws and physical basis of heredity written 
in simple language for young people's classes. Through study of the facts and 
interpretations presented young people should be influenced in their individual 
conduct toward the laws of nature and as a result help to direct opinion on 
important social problems. 

Most of the subject-matter is not too difficult for pupils of high-school 
age, and the book should furnish valuable supplementary reading for students 
of biology and botany in the high school. It will be of particular value to 
reading circles and Sunday-school classes, since most of the material can be 
understood by those who have not had the opportunity of the high-school 
instruction in similar subject-matter. The questions at the end of the chapters 
furnish excellent problems for discussion. 

Following a short introduction on the purpose of the book, facts concerning 
the development of racing horses and facts concerning human heredity intro- 
duce the discussion of the laws of heredity. The Darwin-Wedgewood-Galton 
family, Jonathan Edwards' descendants, and Max-Jukes's descendants furnish 

1 Contributed by C. J. Pieper, University High School, University of Chicago. 
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the facts about human heredity. The tabular form in which these facts are 
presented emphasizes the fact that certain abilities run in human families as 
well as in racing horses. 

Chapter iii on "Male and Female" considers in non-technical fashion the 
process of sexual reproduction in the higher forms of plants and animals. The 
May-apple flower, the frog egg, and the hen egg are chosen to show that the off- 
spring in the higher forms of life is a joint product of two parents. This 
leads to Mendel's laws of heredity (chap, iv) derived from his study of yellow 
and green peas. The results of Mendel's work and the author's interpretation 
are especially clearly stated. 

From the laws of heredity one proceeds to a resum6 of practical results 
gained through the knowledge of these laws (chap, v) as well as by results of 
chance hybridization. The Ancon sheep, the polled Hereford cattle, the navel 
orange, disease-resistant cabbage, corn for special uses, and Burbank's work 
on the daisy and potato are considered. 

Chapters vi and vii which consider "Visible Basis of Heredity" and 
"Exceptions to the Law" are somewhat more technical than other parts of 
the book. The theory of the chromosomes is difficult for the lay reader but 
prepares the way for the later discussion of "Acquired Modifications" and 
"Inheritance in Human Characters" in chapters viii and ix, respectively. 

In these chapters are given in review form Brown-Sequard study of epilepsy 
in guinea-pigs, Weismann's germ-cell and somatic-cell theory, distinctions 
between physical and social inheritance, explanations of results of venereal 
disease in parents and the excessive use of alcohol, Goddard's study of feeble- 
minded (Kallikak family), Loeb's study of blindness, and tables showing 
descendants of Peter the Great of Russia, Ferdinand and Isabella, and the 
Hohenzollerns. 

The book closes with definite suggestions for improvement of the race 
through selective breeding, and for control of undue increase of the undesirable 
elements of our population. 

For the person particularly interested in this subject the author has added 
an excellent bibliography. 
Colvin, S. S. An Introduction to High-School Teaching. Chicago: Mac- 

millan, 1917. Pp. xix+451. 

Three types of books have been published recently which deal with the 
problems of teaching in high schools. The first deals with the general principles 
of teaching and is illustrated by Parker's Methods of Teaching in High Schools. 
The second type discusses under separate topics classroom instruction in the 
various high-school subjects. This type is illustrated by Monroe's Principles 
of Secondary Education and Johnston's High-School Education. The third 
type discusses in detail the teaching of a given subject or a closely related group 
of subjects. Twiss, Science Teaching, is a good representative of this type. 
Dr. S. S. Colvin's recent book entitled An Introduction to High-School Teaching 
belongs to the first type of texts inasmuch as it deals primarily with the general 
principles which underlie effective teaching. 



